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“IT IS NOT GOD” 
 

 After the death of King Solomon, the people of 

God divided into two nations: Israel (Northern 

Kingdom) and Judah (Southern Kingdom).  Shortly 

after the kingdom’s division, the people of the 

Northern territory began worshipping idols in the form 

of golden calves. In the days of the prophet Hosea, 

Jehovah gave His people this message about the calf 

of Samaria: “For from Israel is even this: a workman 

made it, and it is not God; but the calf of Samaria 

shall be broken to pieces” (Hosea 8:6).  

 It was cut and dried, not open to discussion or 

debate. What was that? Because a golden calf was 

made by human hands, it could not possibly be God. 

God is not makeable. No humans, despite their 

marvelous intelligence and ingenuity, could produce 

the eternal God. In Hosea’s language, if a workman 

made it, then it is not God. Humans themselves are 

not deity, and neither are the works of their hands. Let 

us see some applications of these truths.  

 Material idols are not the true God. That is the 

obvious message of Hosea 8. The real God would not 

need assistance: He would not need someone to bring 

Him into existence or to maintain Him. Yet, with 

material idols, that is exactly what happens. Unlike 

idols shaped by human fingers, the genuine God is in 

heaven, and He does whatever He pleases, not being 

subject to the whims of men. Idols of silver and gold 

sometimes have mouths, but they do not speak; they 

have eyes, but they do not see, and they have ears, but 

they do not hear. They have noses, but smell not, and 

hands, but they handle not (Psalm 115:3-7). Material 

idols are not God. Seeing grown men and women, as 

well as the young ones whom they influence, bow 

before and pay homage to man-constructed gods is 

both infuriating and heart-wrenching. Humans do 

nothing that is more nonsensical. 

 Science and scientists are not God. We are blessed 

by and grateful for the scientific advances that have 

been made in our lifetime. It is undeniable that 

scientific discoveries and science education have 

helped the human race. We must recognize, however, 

that scientists often make mistakes. God does no such 

thing, so scientists are not on His level and thus are 

unworthy of worship. Many false messages have been 

perpetrated in the name of “science.” Not every claim 

of the science community/scientists is true, yet God is 

the God of truth (Deuteronomy 32:4). What should we 

conclude? Science is not God. Again, we appreciate 

genuine science, but it is not eternal God and is not 

worthy of our homage and allegiance. 

 Sports and recreation have their place in life, but 

when it comes to either a game or entertainment, as 

the Spirit guided Hosea to say, “It is not God.” There 

are some, even among God’s children, who are so 

enthralled with sports/games that these words describe 

them accurately: they are “lovers of pleasure rather 

than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4). They may deny 

it and may be offended when such a biblical warning 

is made in their presence, but the facts are the facts. 

We appreciate the potential for sports to help the 

participants get bodily exercise, learn to persevere 

through trials, learn to bond and work as a team, and 

learn to face life’s ups and downs. We err, though, if 

we treat sports as if they are “the greatest thing ever.” 

 Faithful gospel preachers are not God. Men who 

give themselves to preaching the word have the 

potential to educate, encourage, and edify those whom 

they teach, but preachers are merely servants, 

instruments via whom people believe (1 Corinthians 

3:5). The Lord is flawless, preachers are not. God 

saves, preachers do not. God is worthy of worship, 

preachers are not. We are blessed by the godly 

influence that faithful evangelists have had on us and 

the church, but our devotion must not be to them.  

 Modern technology and communication devices 

have helped expedite our efforts to teach the gospel, 

share information, and stay in contact with people. To 

keep them in proper perspective, we admit that these 

things are not God. Mobile phones, the internet, 

Power Point, I-pads, and electronic devices are very 

much a part of many people’s daily lives, as well as 

helpful tools in the church’s work and worship. Yet, if 

all of them should go out of existence, the church 

would be just fine. The key to numerical and spiritual 

growth in the church is a commitment to King Jesus 

and having hearts that love the lost and saved alike. 

 Let us glorify God above all else! 
 -- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 27 
 

  The message of this chapter looks ahead to when 

the Israelites would enter and dwell in Canaan.    

 Moses and the elders commanded the Israelites to 

keep all of God’s commands (27:1) – It is a wonderful 

blessing for God’s people when their leaders are 

united and take their stand together on what God says.  

 Stones and an altar (27:2-8) – After crossing over 

the Jordan River into the land of promise, Israel was 

to set up stones and an altar. Moses charged them to 

write all of the words of God’s law on the stones, and 

the writing was to be done “very plainly” (27:8). God 

wanted His words to be “out in the open” and ever on 

the mind of His people. What good would it do to try 

and communicate the message of God’s word if it was 

not done plainly/clearly? 

 High expectation for the people of God (27:9,10) – 

As the chosen ones of God, Israel was held to a lofty 

standard: obey the voice of God at all times. It sounds 

simple, but when you think about it, that is what life 

really is all about.  

 Reading of blessings and cursings (27:11-13) – 

Inside Canaan, the Israelites were to read blessings on 

Mount Gerizim and cursings on Mount Ebal. Years 

after Moses gave this instruction, that is exactly what 

happened (Joshua 8:33,34). 

 Twelve matters of being cursed (27:14-26) – The 

Levites were to educate the people about twelve 

different cursings. Those who would take part in such 

forbidden actions would be cursed by God. This is a 

reminder that not all human activities are acceptable 

in God’s sight. Some of the specific statements that 

began with “Cursed is” included the following: 

 27:16 – “Cursed is the one who treats his father or 

his mother with contempt.” Are any children listening? 

 27:18 – “Cursed is the one who makes the blind to 

wander off the road.” God wanted His people to show 

common kindness and not take advantage of other 

people’s shortcomings. 

 27:19 – One was cursed who perverted the justice 

due to the stranger, the fatherless, and widows. Such 

people deserve to be treated fairly like everyone else. 

 27:20-23 – A variety of sexual relations were 

forbidden, and for good reason. 

 27:26 – “Cursed is the one who does not confirm 

all the words of this law.” It was not enough for 

people to refrain from participating in those things 

that Jehovah counted as wrong. The Lord also wanted 

all Israel to put their “stamp of approval” on what He 

said about every single one of these matters. Yes, we 

need to be ready to say “Amen” to all that God says. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 28 
 

 For Israel, it was quite simple: obey God and be 

blessed, disobey Him and be cursed.  

 Diligently, carefully obey all that the Lord says 

(28:1-14) – If Israel did that, Jehovah would pour out 

His blessings on them. Under the Law of Moses, that 

included material blessings (28:4,5,11,12). 

 Here is a summary statement: “Blessed shall you 

be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when 

you go out” (28:6). Because of Israel’s obedience, 

God would be against their enemies (28:7), and other 

nations would observe and take note of how the Lord 

would take care of His people (28:10). 

 The major thrust of this chapter deals with the 

consequences that Israel would face for disobedience 

(28:15-68) – To disobey God meant to forsake Him 

(28:20). Jehovah not only would withhold certain 

blessings; He also would punish the Israelites for their 

rebellion against Him (28:27). 

 Due to Israel’s disobedience, the land would be 

affected (28:38-40), their livestock would be affected 

(28:31), and their children would, too (28:32,41). Yes, 

sin can have far-reaching consequences. 

 In God’s language, Israel would be destroyed for 

her disobedience (28:45), the result being that she 

would go into captivity to a foreign nation (28:36). 

One clear-cut instance of this was when the Jews were 

taken captives by the Babylonians, just as Moses 

predicted (28:49-52). In Moses’ words, “And you shall 

become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword 

among all nations where the LORD will drive you” 

(28:37). What a sad state of affairs that would be. 

 Under horrendous circumstances, some of the 

children of Israel would eat their own children 

(28:53). How disgusting humans are when they turn 

their backs on the Creator and have to face the music 

for their own choices. 

 For the Israelite nation, perhaps one of the most 

fear-instilling thoughts was what God said ultimately 

would happen to them if they forsook Him: “Then the 

LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one 

end of the earth to the other, and there you shall serve 

other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have 

known – wood and stone. And among those nations 

you shall find no rest . . .” (28:64,65). Would not the 

modern-day status of the Jewish people be that of 

being scattered throughout the whole world? 

 There are fascinating facts recorded in this chapter. 

Beyond that, though, is a message that should cause 

us to think soberly, do some serious reflection on our 

own spiritual status, and make certain that we have a 

heart that is ready to lay aside all sin (Hebrews 12:1). 
 -- Roger D. Campbell 



FRUSTRATED GOSPEL PREACHERS

 As a gospel preacher, my life has been blessed 

immensely in numerous ways. I have zero regrets 

about my decision to preach “the unsearchable riches 

of Christ” (Ephesians 3:8).  

 Did you know that preachers of the gospel 

sometimes become frustrated? Evangelists pour their 

heart and soul into their labors and, as we would 

expect, not everything goes like they would like to see 

it go. Frustration can set in. If it does, how are we 

going to deal with it? That which is causing us to be 

frustrated, is it really a big matter, or is it a small 

thing? Is there something that I can do about it? This 

frustration-causing matter, is it a problem that can be 

solved, or is it a reality of life that cannot be changed? 

  Like all Christians, gospel preachers must be 

careful and not allow their disappointments/ 

frustrations to turn into discouragement or ongoing 

depression that handicaps and hinders them. In times 

of frustration, people can become pessimistic and 

negative in their outlook. We must make an effort to 

look for positive, encouraging things that are taking 

place. Will we choose to dwell on the good that we 

see in the actions of God’s faithful, or will we dwell 

on problems and shortcomings? The choice is ours. 

 Why do evangelists sometimes get frustrated? It 

may be that they do not see many visible results from 

their preaching and work. Conversions and 

restorations may seem to be few in number and come 

slowly. They may think, “Lord, how can I go on?!” In 

other cases, a preacher’s family may not give him the 

moral support which he needs. That is frustrating. 

 Other preachers feel that they are doing a decent 

job, but rather than receive words of encouragement 

and appreciation, they are criticized severely. This 

hurts. In some instances, preachers feel that the church 

is apathetic toward God’s work. The temptation may 

be to think, “Why should I keep on preaching my 

heart out and working when people do not even care?” 

 It sometimes is the case that evangelists see areas 

where the local church needs to make changes and 

improvements. They work diligently to help the 

church move in the right direction on these issues, but 

they feel like they are not making any progress. 

Another source of frustration and disappointment that 

really “hits home” with gospel preachers is to see that 

those whom they helped convert or those with whom 

they worked diligently now have completely fallen 

away or else have left to attend elsewhere. This can be 

a real dagger to the heart of a preaching brother.  

 We all need to remember that discouragement has 

no good fruit (Matthew 7:16,20). It paralyzes us. It is 

a terrible influence on others who see it strangling us. 

It hinders our focus on what is important, which is 

keeping our hearts set on things above (Colossians 

3:2). In times of disappointment, preachers must avoid 

jumping to unfounded conclusions, such as, “No one 

wants to do anything,” or, “There is not one zealous 

person left in the church today.”  

 When people choose not to accept the gospel, they 

are not rejecting its messengers, but the Lord. We 

must try not to take it as a rejection of us personally. 

When the nation of Israel cried out for a king in the 

latter days of Samuel, they were not rejecting Samuel, 

but rather God and His arrangement (1 Samuel 8:7). 

 Evangelists must ever keep in mind what true 

“success” really is – it is doing what the Lord wants us 

to do and helping others to do the same thing. God 

gave this reminder to Joshua: “This Book of the Law 

shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 

meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to 

do according to all that is written in it. For then you 

will make your way prosperous, and then you will 

have good success” (Joshua 1:8). What about Noah? 

Was he a successful person? Well, (1) he served the 

Lord faithfully (Genesis 6:8,9,22), (2) he preached the 

right message (2 Peter 2:5), and (3) he was able to 

help his own family be saved (Hebrews 11:7). What 

more would the Lord expect?! 

 Here is a reminder for myself and my fellow-

preaching brothers, including those who currently are 

frustrated in some aspect of their work or lives. 

Knowing that His apostles would be devastated by His 

demise and departure, on the eve of His death, Jesus 

told them, “These things I have spoken to you, that My 

joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full” 

(John 15:11). We must maintain our joy in the Lord! 

 Do not forget, evangelists, it is a great joy to be 

able to preach the gospel. It is a joy to be able to help 

others learn about the Lord and His salvation. It is a 

joy to help other Christians grow, and it is a joy to 

help them prepare to teach others. This type of joy 

cannot be bought or learned from a book. True joy is 

based on our relationship with the Lord, not our 

material environment. Paul was filled with joy, even 

when he was in chains (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

 We have observed some gospel preachers who 

just seem to have a sour disposition. Much of their 

conversations are negative, they complain constantly, 

and when you look at their face, they just look 

unhappy and disgusted about life in general. Yes, life 

can be frustrating, but we need to “get a grip.” May 

God’s preachers never lose their love for serving and 

preaching the King of kings and Lord of lords!   

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Hebrews 4:1-11 – “A REST FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD”

 The word “rest” is used at least nine times in the 

first eleven verses of Hebrews 4. This is a context that 

goes back to the seventh verse of chapter three. The 

main thought of this section is easy to ascertain. Many 

Israelites of Moses’ generation were not able to enter 

the land of promise due to their unbelief (3:19). 

Christians, too, look forward to a “promised land,” 

and we do not want to repeat the Israelites’ mistake 

and miss out on it!  

 More than one “rest” is mentioned in this passage. 

First, God rested on the seventh day after He had 

created all things in six days (Hebrews 4:4; Genesis 

2:2). Referring to the message of Psalm 95:10,11, the 

writer of the book of Hebrews points to a second rest, 

the rest that Israel would enjoy by entering the land of 

Canaan. What God said about that was, “They shall 

not enter my rest” (Hebrews 4:5). Again, the context 

is talking about His refusal to allow some Israelites to 

enter Canaan “because of disobedience” (4:6).  

 God now speaks of a third type of rest: “For if 

Joshua had given them rest, then He would not 

afterward have spoken of another day” (4:8). After 

Moses’ death, Joshua led Israel as they entered, 

conquered, possessed, and divided the land of Canaan 

among its tribes. Would it be correct to say that the 

Israelites had some form of rest in Canaan? For the 

Israelite nation, Canaan was a place of rest simply due 

to the fact that they no longer had to travel in the 

wilderness from place to place like they had done for 

forty years. No longer would they be required to dwell 

in tents, not knowing when they woke up in the 

morning whether the camp would move to a new 

location that day or not. Settling down in Canaan 

brought them stability.  

 When it came to Israel’s dealings with the 

inhabitants of Canaan, the Bible clearly says that the 

Lord gave them rest. Hear it: “So the LORD gave to 

Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to 

their fathers, and they took possession of it, and dwelt 

in it. The LORD gave them rest all around, according 

to all that He had sworn to their fathers . . .” (Joshua 

21:43,44). Well, if God truly gave them rest via 

Joshua, then why does the message of Hebrews 4:8 

make it sound as if they did not secure a genuine rest? 

The truth is, what Israel obtained under Joshua’s 

leadership was not the final/ultimate rest that God had 

planned for His people. The rest which Israel enjoyed 

in Canaan was a type/foreshadowing of “another” rest 

that God wants to give (Hebrews 4:8).  

 So, Jehovah rested after His creative activity, the 

Israelites had rest in Canaan, and now under the new 

covenant of Jesus, “There remains therefore a rest for  

the people of God” (Hebrews 4:9). Just as the 

Israelites dreamed of and hoped for an entrance into 

literal Canaan, so Christians look forward to our 

entrance into God’s rest/spiritual promised land after 

we leave this world. Yes, we have peace now through 

Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30), but the ultimate peace/rest 

still awaits us. 

 For whom has the Lord prepared a marvelous 

place of rest? It is solely “for the people of God” 

(Hebrews 4:9). We have it now in the form of a 

promise: “Therefore, since a promise remains of 

entering His rest . . .” (Hebrews 4:1). In Revelation 

14:13, it is written, “. . . Blessed are the dead who die 

in the Lord from now on. ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that 

they may rest from their labors, and their works 

follow them.’” When faithful saints die, they go to “be 

with Christ” (Philippians 1:23).  

 From the message of Hebrews 4:1-11, what do we 

learn about the kind of approach Christians need to 

take in order to be prepared to enter God’s rest? Here 

are four things: 

 (1) Fear – in the sense of reverence and horror at 

the thought of missing out: “Therefore, since a 

promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest 

any of you seem to have come short of it” (4:1). 

 (2) Faith – It is not enough to hear God’s word. 

Israel did that, but its message did not profit them. 

Why? It was not “mixed with faith” within them (4:2).  

 (3) “Do not harden your hearts” to what the Lord 

has to say (4:7). “Disobedience” prevented many 

Israelites from entering God’s rest. The Greek word 

for “disobedience” (“ἀπείθεια/apeitheia”) means 

“obstinacy, obstinate opposition to the divine will” 

[Thayer, word no. 543 via e-Sword]. 

 (4) Diligence – “Let us therefore be diligent to 

enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same 

example of disobedience” (4:11). Yes, entrance into 

Jesus’ everlasting kingdom is for those children of 

God who give all diligence in serving Him (2 Peter 

1:5,10,11). Heaven is not for the half-hearted, 

lukewarm, uncommitted folks who have an outward 

appearance of devotion to the Lord, but to be honest, 

their heart is not “into it.” 

 Thank God for His graciousness that provides a 

place of eternal rest for His people. Would that not be 

a great message for all people everywhere to hear?! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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